el el sl Olgam Liguy ) dmalr po & ridl Joull nkod)
o395 275269 25 a4l " odal) wid1 OVis B (syldt aled

— Lo o Balyd =gyl s Cadl-Y oy polandl ddondd) Al
Lr3gel 655531 daly doms f il
28 Sog o
A idaiady Lol aglall 3l de oY) daslr

Kafibaker6(@gmail.com

Contemporary Hadith Scholars’ Criticism of Sahih al-Bukhari: An
Analytical Study with Special Reference to Muhammad Zahid al-Kawthari.
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Abstract:

This study addresses a distinctive phenomenon in the modern era:
the growing trend of subjecting the traditions of the two Sahihs—
particularly Sahih al-Bukhari—to criticism in both their chains of
transmission and textual content, in ways not pursued by the early hadith
authorities. Such critiques often invoke the methodological principles
established by classical critics, yet in a superficial and inconsistent manner,
leading to methodological irregularities. The underlying motives behind
this practice are usually theological commitments, juristic affiliations, or

pressures stemming from contemporary intellectual and social contexts.

The research first outlines the historical roots of this phenomenon in the
modern period and identifies its key figures. It then focuses on Shaykh
Muhammad Zahid al-Kawthari as a case study, owing to his scholarly
prominence in hadith studies and his frequent criticism of the Sahihayn.
His critiques—especially of Sahih al-Bukhari—were largely shaped by
theological motives, namely his defense of the Maturidi creed and his
staunch adherence to the Hanafi school. The study examines selected
examples of hadiths from Sahih al-Bukhari criticized by al-Kawthari in

matters of both creed and jurisprudence.
(S aly s (O olall OS] (gl s ¢ ] i) i ladal) LS

Keywords: Hadith criticism, Sahih al-Bukhari, contemporary

scholars, Muhammad Zahid al-Kawthari.
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